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of Conde. Dampierre was killed in a skirmish on May 8,
and before Custine, who had been appointed to succeed him,
could arrive at the head-quarters of his army, the English had
stormed the French entrenched camp at Famars, and the allies
had laid siege to Valenciennes. Cond^ capitulated on July 10,
but Valenciennes,1 under General Ferrand, resisted forty-three
days of bombardment, and did not surrender until July 28.
Kilmaine, a cadet of a noble Irish family, who had served
through the American War of Independence in the Hussars
of Lauzun, succeeded Custine in the command-in-chief, when
that general was arrested. He was unable to meet the invaders
111 the field, and it was only a serious dispute between the
Piince of Coburg and the Duke of York which prevented
the allied army from marching directly upon Paris. After the
capture of Valenciennes, the Duke of York wished that the
allied army should turn towards Dunkirk, which the English
ministry desired to hold in order to have some good port at
which to land troops and munitions of war. The Prince of
Coburg refused, and the two armies separated, the Austrian^
to besiege Le Quesnoy, and the Duke of York to besiege
Dunkirk with his mixed force of English, Dutch, and
Hanoverians. Dunkirk was very ably defended by Souham,
who had Hoche under him, and Berlier and Trullard as
deputies on mission, and by cutting the dykes they prevented
the enemy from getting near the city. The Duke of Yoik
divided his troops into three distinct bodies : the besieging army
under himself, a covering army under General Freytag, and the
Dutch troops encamped at Memn under the Prince of Orange.
The siege was formed on August 24, and at that moment
Carnot had just entered the Committee of Public Safety.
He at once superseded Kilmaine by General Houchard from
the army of the Moselle, and ordered him to collect all his
available soldiers in front of Dunkirk. Carnot then requisi-

1 See Lc Siege de Vuleuciewws, by J 1ST. Becays-Forrancl (Paris 1805),
an interesting MS criticizing this work, by an officer of the garrison, in
the author's possession; and a brochure, Siege de Valfnc.ienni's en 1793,
published .at Valenciennes, 1883.